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Manifestations of Islamophobia 

1) Negative 
social attitudes & 

stereotypes

2) Structural 
discrimination

3) Verbal/physical 
threat/aggression



Definition of Islamophobia

https://www.islamophobia-definition.com/

https://www.islamophobia-definition.com/


Endorsements from the top academics in the field



Endorsements from all the main parties (with an 
obvious exception)

And dozens of councils across the UK



Endorsements by most the main Muslim groups

…but not everyone



A very small number have an issue with the term; and 
some find the link to racism a challenge 

The remaining slides will focus on how Islamophobia manfiests
i.e. the same way as racism



1) Social Attitudes About Muslims

Source: SUTR report, HnH, Huffington Post poll, YouGov poll

31%
Of young children think 
Muslims are taking over 
England

56%
Believe Islam (not fundamentalist 
groups) poses a threat to Western 
liberal democracy

32%

18%

Believe there are no-go areas in Britain 
where sharia law dominates and non-
Muslims cannot enter

Muslim immigration to this country is 
part of a bigger plan to make Muslims a 
majority of this country’s population



● Causing, calling for, aiding or justifying the harm against a Muslim

● Causing, calling for, aiding or justifying acts of aggression against Muslim targets

● Denying the right of a Muslim to be an equal citizen

● Dehumanising, demonising or making stereotypical allegations about Muslims in 

a way that is not used to those of other backgrounds

● Making unjustified assumptions about Muslims and their beliefs

● Demanding from Muslims that which is not demanded of others

● Denying the suffering of Muslims in a way that would not be done of other faiths 

or backgrounds

● Prescribing to/ propagating conspiracy theories about Muslims

As is well established, being critical of the faith of Islam is not Islamophobic, but often 

Islam is used to create the pretense of not being racist, despite the underlying 

argument being racist.

1) Social Attitudes About Muslims – key stereotypes



2) Structural Discrimination



2) Structural Discrimination: impact of politicians and media on 
Islamophobia



Source: Ipsos Mori Veracity Index, 2017

What does it say about our democracy that journalists, who 

are supposed to inform and hold power to account, are trusted 

so little?

2) Islamophobia in the Media : Background



2) Islamophobia in the Media : Key facts

Centre for Media Monitoring, 2019



2) Islamophobia in the Media: Case Studies



2) Islamophobia in the Media: Pick up in the far-right



"What's impressive about 

CfMM is not only its powerful 

and insightful research, but 

also its ability to bring in the 

leaders across all sections of 

the media, hold them to 

account and constructively 

work together to improve the 

reporting of Islam and 

Muslims. This is testament to 

the brilliant work of the 

CfMM team.“

Baroness Warsi

2) Islamophobia in the Media: What can be done?

Bring the 

evidence

Engage to 

elicit 

change 

for the 

better



2) Islamophobia in Politics 

57%
Conservative Party members polled 
have a negative attitude towards 
Muslims, 21% a very negative attitude 

66%
Conservative Party members that 
voted for current PM believe “there 
are no-go areas in Britain where Sharia 
law dominates & non-Muslims cannot 
enter

“they [Muslims] are simply
outbreeding us and within 30 years

this will be a Muslim led country with sharia 
laws” 

(Party member, 2020)                      

Hope Not Hate, YouGov Poll of Conservative Party members (2020)



2) Islamophobia in Politics



2) Islamophobia in Politics : other parties & think tanks

• Over 1 in 4 (29%) Muslim members 

and supporters have directly 

experienced Islamophobia in the 

Labour Party

• Over 1 in 3 (37%) have directly 

witnessed Islamophobia within the 

Labour Party

• Nearly half of Muslim members (44%) 

and supporters do not believe the 

Labour Party takes the issue of 

Islamophobia seriously

• 59% of Muslim members and 

supporters do not feel “well 

represented by the leadership of the 

Labour Party.”



3) Verbal/Physical Violence 



3. Hate & Prejudice Faced by Muslims  

Home Office - Hate Crime (2018/2019)

74.5%
Muslim respondents felt 
Islamophobia ‘getting 
worse’ 

TellMAMA - Islamophobia in North East England (2020)

Home Office - Hate Crime (2017/2018)



It is possible to make a difference starting small….



We now have an organisation…



What can be done at the Harrow Council level?

1. Reach out & listen to those who raise questions of Islamophobia, 

whether or not they raise them in the way that you would hope

2. Publicly and unequivocally demonstrate solidarity with those who are 

victims of Islamophobia, not just with words but action:

• Islamophobia Awareness Month

• Short statements & videos by leadership

• Embed an understanding of Islamophobia in the Council 

(definition and more broadly)

• Events like this

3. Change processes to ensure action is behind words of support



Any questions?

m.versi@mcb.org.uk


